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reassumed the defensive and even offensive attitude towards
Prussian requirements and endeavours which they had
observed before the war; aye, the Central States carried
their disdain of the great North-German Power so far as to
refuse to make unimportant concessions to her.

The chief occasions upon which this reprehensible
conduct made itself manifest were the following: i. The
Swiss question, which turned upon the liberation of the
Royalists who had been overpowered during the Neuenburg
outbreak and were kept prisoners by the Helvetian
authorities; 2, The affiik of the Holsteiu-Laucnburg Con-
stitution; 3. Beust's proposal to alter the Constitution of
the Bund; 4. The construction and garrisoning of the
Federal fortresses, concerning which negotiations were
carried on in Frankfort with exasperating procrastination
and every imaginable sort of intrigue. In the Neuenburg
question Bismarck had to complain that Austria only lent a
lukewarm support to Prussia's plans, and for some time
raised difficulties in the south-western. German Courts
against the contemplated transit of Prussian troops to
Switzerland; which was accounted for to him by the feet
that Austria was jealous of Prussia, feeling herself relegated
to a secondary position whilst the latter was displaying her
strength and laying the foundation of closer relations to
Southern Germany and France, With regard to the
Holstein-Lauenburg affair he suggested to his Minister
(April 14, 1858) the expediency of closing the corre-
spondence between Berlin and Vienna on that subject,
remarking; " It is precisely our many years' experience that
Austria utilizes every stage of this question to accuse us, to
foreign Powers, of being peace-disturbers, and to Germany,
of lukewarm ness, which was one of the grounds rendering it
desirable that we should transfer the negotiations and their